ONTARID BEACH PARK!
GONG! GOINGL) GONEL!

(Continned trom Page Forty.)

Rochester which is the
present holder of the lease.

Two years later a of the park
- south of Beach Avenue, on
which some shows and amusement
devices outside the park proper had
been operated with but small degree
of success, was taken over by the New

ihe ‘Deach. In this
trains were brought directly into the

park to discharge their passengers.
This practice was discontinued in 1907,
and a terminal was erected south of
Beach Avenue, with a gate and
turnstiles through = which Ontario
Beach Park sojourners from distant
pointsg had to pass.

Park Rebuilt in 1907,

With the advent of the Ountario

Amusement Com-
Beach Hotel and B2 iy

4

4 ! - s
lular enough to suit the new lessees

and rapl increasing patron
T . bowling alleys,

mmm and paddie wheels wese

much too tame, People were demand-

ing more excitement, greater variety

and, above all, novelty.
March,

In 1907, the work otd re-
building the k was begun, and on
Decoration Ig:; March 30, 1907,

tario Beach Park was
rown open to the public,
all of the amusement devices were
|30k, ranietog of the recenszuction
July. The of
',:? approximately $500,000. ThHomas

-

Smyth of R was manager of
the park in 1906-07, and in the second
yearof his'm James Clancy

had charge of the amusements. John

hCaswell of Cleveland was manager in

1908, - : ;s
ot

Ontario Beach Parimas :
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i features on an open-air stage, includ-
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| lines, to Ontarip Beach hﬂ:.\nna
there was the finnual excursion from
Dubois, Pa., over the B. R, & P. Rail-
road. *“O’'Sullivan Day” was
red letter day at Ontario Beaclf Park
every summer. On that day people
from the northern part
came flocking dn over the R,
Railroad. The day took its
that of an excursion agent
by the New York Central
There were the annual Larkin Days,
when Larkin soap clubs from near
and far co ted at Ontario Beach;
the annual Children's Day and @
phans’ Day outings, the F
Picaie, and ¢hureh, school, fratern
club, store and factory

a day of teeming humanity ‘at
| tario. Beach Park. There was ;
| rivalry and bidding for “special™ a
{and exclusive use of the picnic grove
and tables on such days,

Do You Rememiber When——?
A bird's-eye glimpse of Ontario
Beach Park in its prime is not amiss.

{of Igorrotes, tribes of Esquimos and

Who does not rémember the bands’

DEeCaust U
Because

“ would cost more.

UIT IDUDL CIITiUuMYy WauiTu s

the splendid grades of tricotine, I
Because of the ‘accurate fit of Forman suits!
Because of the last-minute styjes! ;

And because of the fact that if il ioeren'gor the Foi

$45 to $12

rerds of performing é&lephants that
comprised a few of the wonders to be
viewed for the small sumn of a nickle
or a dime? The spectacular outdoo!

3

!ing what probably. was the most strik-
{ing series of chance-taking feats ever
{shown in the United States? There

ywas Blondin, the famous Frenchman
who walked above Falis on a
tight wire, and James Hardy, the

' fuily negotiated Montmoreney ¥alls

e |and the gorge-of the lower Genesoe

Then there was Harry Six, the
world's champion high diver, who Is
still alive, though to blind; and
Oscar V. Babcock, the famous death-
trap loop performer. Thvse and many
other celebrities, too numerous to
mention, were among the big drawing
cards at Ontario Beach Park. George
 Thornton. the midget who served as
! park policeman for many seasons to
fthe utmost delight of the kiddies,

should not be forgotten.
| Among the most notable rma-
{nent amusemiént places with! the
park may be mentioned the Virginia
Reel, considered hy some to be a gen-
uinely hair-raising venture, and wlfich
burned to. the ground in 1916; the
Venetian Canals with their endless
waterways, traversing dark’ channels
that were broken here and there by
where weird and beau-
-th the gondola
v-um. e never-to-be-forgotten
Scenic lway that took one's breath
away witl one. or two mighty dives
that seemed threugh
shot onl. into total

River.,

the | getic devices each year to hold
- Great

.| Gilmore's Band.

ter proving one of the most novel at-
tractions ever at o park;
“Out of the North,” an electrical nov-
elty based on Lieutenant Kislingbury's
trip to the frozen North with e
Greeley Expedition; “Jumble-Joo,

with its fantastic grottos; and lastly,

the | Beach Park had a Penny Arcade, one

“Strobel Atrghip” at Ontario Beach
Park.

Befors moving pictures had attained
to any degree of perfection Ontario

of the first of its kind anywhere in the
United States, in which machines with
ot ity » big~t

“Hilarity Hall,” which was copied in
other amusement parks all over tire
country in 19811,

Perhaps the greatest spectacls of all
was. “Fighting the Flames,” a pre-
tentidus show in itself which oecupled
conatderable space at- the west end
of the park in 1907 and in which more
than 250 persons, two street cars,
three pieces of fire apparstus, and
many other cumbersomre properties
participated. It was tive work of Irpsa
and Bollossy Kiralfy, two fambus
inglishmen who staged such produc-

ons as “The Black Crook,” and later
were known the world over for their
great outdoor spectacles.

Many Visitors of Note.

Ontario Beach Park had many dis-
tinguished visitors in its day. Hardly
a man or woman of note visited Roch-
ester or any of the nearby cities and
towns but he or she was gaken to th
famous amusement place on the sho
of Lake Ontario. Often these nota-
bles made public appearances and
speeches at Ontario Beach Park. On
their way to the World's Fair at Chi-
cago the replicas of the three ships
in which Columbus sailed to America
made a stop at Ontario Beach Park
and were a center of attraction for
people for miles about. .

Mammoth pyrotechnical displays
were among the outstanding attrac-
tions of the park & -quite recent
date. Among the most pretentious
and artistic of these was ome called
“The Battle of the Monitor and the
Merrimac,” a big fireworks spectacle
staged on the lake, which ended with
the blowing up of the Merrimac. Big
displays of fireworks, put en by the
Pain Fireworks Company of Brook-

three nights every week and om holi-
occasions. For

{summer. On that day the park would
be dressed in Japanese garb and thou-

nese Government was in atitendance.
First Acronautioal Flights,

rs have

lyn.vcreretuhrmonmor‘“m

Bomac;tthnmﬂqnodm,
Dands and bandmants Doan

SLUEs

form of motion picture for the small
sum of one cent. The German Village |
and the Park Hotel, the latter man- |
aged by James Reardon for many |
ym. were favorite resorts inside the |
D fifteen years ago. The Park Ho-
tel was famous for its fish dinners and
the singing of Fred Werner. The Ger-
man Village was one of the most elab-
orate restaurants ever conducted at
the park. Many will remember the
old PFish Pond and other similar
chance-taking booths, where one
might or might not win anything from
a pin cushign to an eight-day clock for
a small expenditure. These and the
shooting galleries were the forerun-
ners of the paddle wheels of a later
period. Palmists were always plentl-
ful at the park.

One of Finest Beaches in Country.

Ontario Beach Park had, and still
has, one of the finest inlapd bathing
besches in the country, The sand
runs far out into the lake in long,
level stretches and shallow water. The
water toboggan or chute-the-chutes,
as it was sometimes called, was an
ever-popular adjunct of the bathing
facilities pravided inside.the park.

At one time roller skating bhecamo
exceedingly popular and a large roller
rink, which was later operated as a
dance ;:.lrl was erected at Ontario
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and each set
chair, facing
was a big red heart tradition
was that all yoang couples who sat in
these chairs of a summer’s évening and
“wished on the stars” would realize

Ontario Beach Park was a land onto
veritable wonderiand of
colors and delights.

o

among them being the world-famous

park was forced to turn to more ener-
its pat.

With the advent of | a house bullded on the sand, and the

| st Norristown has paroled James Cop-

it has had its day and is gone. It was

winds of progress came and blew it
away. :

PARQOLES PRISONER THAT
HE MAY GIVE HIS BLOOD

Philadelphla, April 10—Judge Miller




